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Dear Editor, 
I read the article by Huseynov et al., [1] in which they examined 

the effects of previous renal stone surgery on percutaneous 
nephrolithotomy outcomes with great interest. They concluded 
that previous renal stone surgery increases the risk of residual 
stone with a similar complication rate. However, I would like to 
highlight some issues regarding the methodology and the results 
of this study. 

Using the method of percutaneous nephrolithotomy (PNL) in 
the treatment of renal stones 2 cm and greater is a gold standard 
according to European Association of Urology guidelines [2]. By 
increasing surgeon experience and technological development of 
tools using in PNL surgery increase the success of the surgery 
and decrease the complication rate. However, it is known that the 
success of PNL is also affected by some other influencers such 
as hydronephrosis, stone location, and as well as Hounsfield unit 
(HU) [3]. Gucuk et al. [4] showed that the higher HU values 
increase the stone-free rate and HU is an independent predictive 
factor affecting the success of PNL. In the study by Huseynov et 
al., the higher HU may influence the stone-free rate of patients in 
primary PNL. Therefore, we thought that it must be mentioned in 
the discussion. 

Another issue that we have to be clear about is estimated blood 
loss and stone size. In addition to the decrease in hemoglobin 
level, the estimated blood loss during the surgery was analyzed 

but not mentioned how was calculated in the relevant section. 
Furthermore, calculation of stone size was also mentioned as it 
was multiplying two dimensions but in the result section, it was 
expressed the volume of stone in mm³ which means multiplying 
the three dimensions. For this reason, we are curious about 
your method of calculating the estimated blood loss during the 
operation and the technique of preoperative stone size calculation. 

As a result, we think that other factors including stone 
location in the kidney affects the success PNL. Hence, it should 
be examined in the study, otherwise, mentioned in the limitations 
of this study. 
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